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At around 07:17 local time, Evenks
natives and Russian settlers in the
hills northwest of Lake Baikal ob-
served a column of bluish light,
nearly as bright as the Sun, moving
across the sky. About 10 minutes
later, there was a flash and a sound
similar to artillery fire. Eyewitnesses
closer to the explosion reported the
sound source moving east to north.
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The sounds were accompanied by a shock wave that
knocked people off their feet and broke windows
hundreds of kilometres away. The majority of witness-
es reported only the sounds and the tremors, not the
sighting of the explosion. Eyewitness accounts differ as
to the sequence of events and their overall duration. The
explosion registered on seismic stations across Eurasia.
In some places the shock wave would have been equiva-
lent to an earthquake of 5.0 on the Richter scale. It also
produced fluctuations in atmospheric pressure strong
enough to be detected in Great Britain. Over the next few
days, night skies in Asia and Europe were aglow; it has
been theorized that this was due to light passing through
high-altitude ice particles formed at extremely low tem-
peratures, a phenomenon that occurred again when space
shuttles re-entered Earth’s atmosphere. In the United
States, the Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory and
the Mount Wilson Observatory observed a decrease in
atmospheric transparency that lasted for several months,
from suspended dust.
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At around 07:17 local time, Evenks
natives and Russian settlers in

the hills northwest of Lake Baikal
observed a column of bluish light,
nearly as bright as the Sun, moving
across the sky. About 10 minutes
later, there was a flash and a sound
similar to artillery fire. Eyewit-
nesses closer to the explosion re-
ported the sound source moving
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The sounds were accompanied by a shock wave that
knocked people off their feet and broke windows hun-
dreds of kilometres away. The majority of witnesses
reported only the sounds and the tremors, not the
sighting of the explosion. Eyewitness accounts differ
as to the sequence of events and their overall duration.
The explosion registered on seismic stations across
Eurasia. In some places the shock wave would have
been equivalent to an earthquake of 5.0 on the Richter
scale. It also produced fluctuations in atmospheric

pressure strong enough to be detected in Great Britain.

Over the next few days, night skies in Asia and Europe
were aglow; it has been theorized that this was due

to light passing through high-altitude ice particles
formed at extremely low temperatures, a phenomenon
that occurred again when space shuttles re-entered
Earth’s atmosphere. In the United States, the Smithso-
nian Astrophysical Observatory and the Mount Wilson
Observatory observed a decrease in atmospheric
transparency that lasted for several months, from
suspended dust.
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At around 07:17 local time, Evenks na-
tives and Russian settlers in the hills
northwest of Lake Baikal observed

a column of bluish light, nearly as
bright as the Sun, moving across the
sky. About 10 minutes later, there was
a flash and a sound similar to artil-
lery fire. Eyewitnesses closer to the
explosion reported the sound source
moving east to north.
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The sounds were accompanied by a shock wave that
knocked people off their feet and broke windows hundreds
of kilometres away. The majority of witnesses reported
only the sounds and the tremors, not the sighting of the
explosion. Eyewitness accounts differ as to the sequence of
events and their overall duration. The explosion registered
on seismic stations across Eurasia. In some places the
shock wave would have been equivalent to an earthquake
of 5.0 on the Richter scale. It also produced fluctuations

in atmospheric pressure strong enough to be detected in
Great Britain. Over the next few days, night skies in Asia
and Europe were aglow; it has been theorized that this
was due to light passing through high-altitude ice particles
formed at extremely low temperatures, a phenomenon that
occurred again when space shuttles re-entered Earth’s
atmosphere. In the United States, the Smithsonian Astro-
physical Observatory and the Mount Wilson Observatory
observed a decrease in atmospheric transparency that
lasted for several months, from suspended dust.
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At around 07:17 local time, Evenks
natives and Russian settlers in

the hills northwest of Lake Baikal
observed a column of bluish light,
nearly as bright as the Sun, moving
across the sky. About 10 minutes
later, there was a flash and a sound
similar to artillery fire. Eyewit-
nesses closer to the explosion re-
ported the sound source moving
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The sounds were accompanied by a shock wave that
knocked people off their feet and broke windows hun-
dreds of kilometres away. The majority of witnesses re-
ported only the sounds and the tremors, not the sight-
ing of the explosion. Eyewitness accounts differ as to
the sequence of events and their overall duration. The
explosion registered on seismic stations across Eurasia.
In some places the shock wave would have been equiva-
lent to an earthquake of 5.0 on the Richter scale. It also
produced fluctuations in atmospheric pressure strong
enough to be detected in Great Britain. Over the next
few days, night skies in Asia and Europe were aglow;

it has been theorized that this was due to light passing
through high-altitude ice particles formed at extremely
low temperatures, a phenomenon that occurred again
when space shuttles re-entered Earth’s atmosphere. In
the United States, the Smithsonian Astrophysical Ob-
servatory and the Mount Wilson Observatory observed
a decrease in atmospheric transparency that lasted for
several months, from suspended dust.
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